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DIA FOR IR BRANCH: PANAMA FOR ADS} ROME PASS VATICAN:
USIA FOR P/G M/S

£.0. 12356: DECL: 2/5/91

TAGS: PTER, SHUM, PE ;
SUBJECT: SENDERO TURNS CUT LINA'S LIGHTS FOR POPE
JOHN PAUL

REF: LIMA 1190 VY
|- (u) POPE JOHN PAUL 11 RETURNED TO LIMA FROM VISIT TO
NORTHERN PERU, ARRIVING AT CAPITAL'S AIRPORT MOMENTS _
AFTER SENDERO LUMINOSO (SL) TERRORISTS BLACKED OUT CITY'S
UIGHTS AT 8:43 P.M, FEBRUARY u. AN EMERGENCY BACKUP
SYSTEM KEPT POWER ON AT DOWNTOWN NUNC IATURE, WHERE POPE
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HAS SPENT ALL HIS NIGHTS IN
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AND ACCOMPANYING ENTOURAGE HAD TO PASS THROUGH OARKENED

STREETS. POWER RESTORATION BEGAN WITHIN MINUTES OF
INITIAL BLACKOUT, BUT SOME SECTIONS OF METROPOLITAN AREA
:eom:go WITHOUT ELECTRICITY INTO EARLY HOURS OF THE
2. (C) COMMENT: INITIAL PRESS umm rzuum §
ATTRIBUTES BLACKOUT TO DESTRUCT ON a nou; LIGHT
“POSTS"® (NOT REPEAT NOT THE TRANSMISSION TOWERS
SENDERO PREFERS TO MIT) IN ISOLATED AREA OFF czmm.
HIGHWAY TO EAST OF THE CITY. OTHER SL INCIOENTS THAT
TOOK PLACE IN COORDINATION WITH BLACKOUT INVOLVED DYNA-
MITE EXPLOSION AT BRANCH OF STATE-OWNED "BANCO OF LA
NACION™ IN NORTHERN WORKING-CLASS AREA AND FIRING (FROM
A o R A Nl

REPORTEOL occunazo z'&uu IN THE CITY. ‘unousn
THIS uncxour LIMA WAS DRAMATIC -- OCCURRING WHEN
POPE'S PLANE WAS LANDING ANO ALL TELEVISION SETS WERE
ON -- IT WAS NOT LETHAL. nm SUGGESTS SL'S PURPOSE WAS
FOR PROPAGANOA P S AND TO SHOW ITS CONTINUED
ABILITY TO ACT DESPITE UNPRECEDENTED PRECAUTIONS BY
SECURITY FORCES. JORDAN
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